BEATITUDES

WEEK 7 - BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS,
FOR THEY WILL BE CALLED CHILDREN OF GOD

TAKE SOME TIME THIS WEEK TO DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS WITH A TRUSTED
FRIEND OR GROUP.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” MATTHEW 5:9 (NIV)

"““You'’re blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of compete or fight. That's
when you discover who you really are, and your place in God’s family. '
5:9 (MESSAGE)

QUESTION #1 - Have you ever felt a deep sense of peace? What was that like?

QUESTION #2 — We live in an angry, anxious, and disoriented world where peace seems not just
elusive, but downright unattainable. But it is precisely to this world, and God’s people, that Jesus
speaks these words: “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.” To what
extent does peace seem far-off or impossible to you? Why does it feel so unattainable?

QUESTION #3 — Peace is not just a seemingly impossible task—it’s hard work that requires long-
term commitment and wisdom. But it is the work God calls us, his sons and daughters, to apply
ourselves to. What things tend to keep us from working to create peace? What are some of the
barriers that you personally encounter when trying to make peace at work? With your
family? With your neighbors? How could you overcome those barriers?

QUESTION #4 — The biblical concept of peace is best captured by the Hebrew word shalom. It
describes more than a quiet day on the beach or a lack of stress and anxiety. It is more than the
absence of conflict; it’s an all-encompassing harmony and wholeness in the world that leads to the
flourishing of all people. Shalom is the world restored, full of joy, laughter, celebration, and love.

When you compare the world’s idea of peace with that of the Bible, in what ways is the
Bible’s vision of peace more appealing?

QUESTION #5 - If we aspire to be peacemakers, as Jesus calls us to be, may we commit
ourselves to ask God to supply us with the wisdom that we need, for he “gives to all generously
and ungrudgingly.” Take a moment to pray and ask God for wisdom right now. How could
you remind yourself to earnestly seek wisdom throughout your day?




