BEATITUDES

WEEK 8 - BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO ARE PERSECUTED BECAUSE OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS, FOR THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.

'Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil
against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in
the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. '
Matthew 5:10-12

QUESTION #1 - There is a popular assumption today that society should always be
moving toward a more progressive, better future. But many view Christianity and its
values as a “barrier to progress.” What are some Christian beliefs that our culture
considers barriers to progress?

QUESTION #2 — What are three ways we will experience persecution?

QUESTION #3 — When we talk about and practice what we believe, we may be seen as
fools and possibly, at worst, extremists. Why do you think we might be seen as fools
or extremists? What are some examples where these labels are already being
applied to Christians in our culture?

QUESTION #4 — Countless prophets and saints have endured insults and aggression for
their faith. Their steadfast examples let us know that we can endure and that
perseverance, no matter how difficult, is worth the struggle. What comfort does it
bring to you knowing that other people have endured the same kind of
persecution you are experiencing?

QUESTION #5 - The final encouragement is that we have a great reward waiting for us in
heaven. God knows what we are going through and will reward us when we endure. All
we have to do is remain faithful. In what ways does a heavenly reward change your
view of your present persecution? Do you think it is worth enduring? Why, or why

not? ? 5
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